
                                               

2021-2022 Annual Report 
“Because Children are our future. 

And Knowledge is power.” 



A Banner Year for SLM…
❖ From September to June, 45 after-schoolers, 115 fifth-graders, 

70 sixth-graders–and 1000 pages of Reporters Notebooks 
notes filled and several hundred front-page stories
scanned and published!

❖ Despite some early post-pandemic blues we continued to 
build ELA test-score muscle for our students with Quickwrites, 
Press Conferences, Q&As, the ever-popular Interview with my 
shoe, and, ta-da, a poem (or two) as lovely as a tree



❖ Our thanks to the Board of Education, to former Hudson City 
School District superintendent Maria Suttmeier and new 
Superintendent Lisamarie Spindler, Mr. Mike, Daren Collins 
and the ASP crew, MCSES principal Mark Brenneman, literacy 
coach Lisa Dolan, 5th-grade chair Lynn Clark, the terrific 
5th-grade classroom teachers and their hardworking aides, 
Jr High principal Derek Reardon, Andy Millar, Florence Berth, 
and all the energetic, inquisitive, and hard-working students 
who kept their pencils moving.

❖ And our Board…. And our expanding team 



From the After School Program to 5th and 6th 
grades to Saturday Academy

The Journo Challenge 
Nov. 2, 2021

6th Grade Gold Class 

Dr. Spindler visits 6th 
Grade



Hudson Saturday Academy Mrs. Porpa’s 5th Grade Junior 
Journalists



THE TOOLBOX



What tools do we need to be 
successful journalists? 

Reading –  Critical Reading forms; 
Parts of a Newspaper forms; New 
York Times articles; Biographies; 
NYSED, Engage NY, Common Core, 
Core Knowledge Foundation, and 
local school district readings
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Press Pass

Reporterʼs Notebook 
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What else do you think a Journalist 
Needs? 

Pencil or Pen



THE PRESS PASS





Academia’s Expeditionary Wing 
● MAAGs (Module at a Glance)

● Pencils Moving, Quick Writes, Q&As, 
Press Conferences, New York Times, 
Interview with my shoe, andmore

● The Front Page 8 Essential Elements



-Local Story #1: What is Mr. Peter doing?
          --Students work on rough draft in RNs
          --Students who finish start CR form on partners story

https://docs.google.com/pres
entation/d/1UqRfbvtg6cKfwjc
7lqfEwihYhqnnKshFTnrBad
m5oSU/edit#slide=id.g4bae6
5042e_0_0

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UqRfbvtg6cKfwjc7lqfEwihYhqnnKshFTnrBadm5oSU/edit#slide=id.g4bae65042e_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UqRfbvtg6cKfwjc7lqfEwihYhqnnKshFTnrBadm5oSU/edit#slide=id.g4bae65042e_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UqRfbvtg6cKfwjc7lqfEwihYhqnnKshFTnrBadm5oSU/edit#slide=id.g4bae65042e_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UqRfbvtg6cKfwjc7lqfEwihYhqnnKshFTnrBadm5oSU/edit#slide=id.g4bae65042e_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UqRfbvtg6cKfwjc7lqfEwihYhqnnKshFTnrBadm5oSU/edit#slide=id.g4bae65042e_0_0


“Stick Insect Helps 
Scientists Study 
how Animals Move”

Learning from the 
best



Critical Reading 

Eric, 
Grade 6 



The Reporter’s 
Notebook



Assignment: 

“What is Mr. 
Peter doing?”

Aniya, Grade 6

“It was like a 
thunderstorm. We 
are studying at 
noon on April 7, 
2022. Suddenly, 
there was an 
announcement and 
everyone is like 
stone. That 
interrupted us…” 



Assignment:  

Preparing for 
“An Interview with 
Dr. Spindler”

Alexandra, Grade 6

What does a 
Superintendent 
do?

A: Leadership. 
Planning. 
Employs. Meets a 
lot of people. 



Assignment: 

“Pencils 
Moving” 

Olivia, Grade 5

“I have learned to 
see, hear, taste and 
smell, feel… We use 
our five senses 
every day.”



Quick Write: 

“What I did on 
my (spring) 
vacation.” 

Emmie, 
Grade 6

“I went to the movie 
theatre with my friend 
and we had a sleepover. I 
started practicing 
softball because I want 
to do it next year. We did 
three Easter Egg hunts 
and I got lots of money 
and candy.” 



FRONT PAGES





Front Page: 

“Describe the 
Classroom”

Emelya, 
Grade 5



Front Page: 

“Famous 
Scientist Studies 
Stick Insect”

Emmie, Grade 6    



Front Page: 

“An Interview 
with my shoe”

McKenna B., 
Grade 6     



Front Page: 

“An Interview 
with Our New 
Superintendent”

Alexandra, 
Grade 6



For more information, visit our website: 

https://www.schoollifemedia.org/sln

https://www.schoollifemedia.org/


Future Outlook and Goals for School Life News

- SLN is looking for more instructors and board members to 

join our team. 

- We want to introduce video and field trips 

- We want to be in more classrooms and more schools

- SLN would like to go national with our program


